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DIVISION OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES = 


200 Newtary Med, Loslon 06 
February 20, 1951 


Mrs. Helen Morgan 
Wayland 
Massachusetts 


Dear Mrs. Morgan: 


Mrs, Galick and I visited the Wayland Public Library 
last Friday in answer to your request for advice on the 
disposal and/or care of some of the old books and local 
history materials now in various locations in the build- 
ing. 


Our recommendations are contained in the attached report, 
a copy of which I am sending to Mrs. Busser. 


Please feel free to communicate with me if there are 
further questions on this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


Ld 


eS ee ty, 
Cleo 4 Cet ee 


Alice M. Cahill 
General Secretary 
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Enclosure 


DIVISION OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


made by 
Genevieve Boisclair Galick, Library Adviser 
and 


Alice M, Cahill, General Secretary 
February 16, 1951 


The visit to the Wayland Public Library was the result of a recent telephone call that 
Mrs. Helen Morgan, trustee, made to the Division in search of advice and recommendations 
on the care and disposition of old books and local history materials in the form of 
letters, newspapers and records now in the library building but not segregated in a 
special collection, 


Prior to the visit, the reaction:of the Division staff was that the responsibility for 
gathering together the materials in question in Wayland should be that of the local li- 
brarian since the town has no historical society, Upon visiting the Wayland library, and 
examining some of the many materials in its collection of early American publications and 
local history documents, it was apparent that this was too large a job to be undertaken by 
the Wayland librarian, The Wayland public library has an unusually large collection of 
books with early publication dates as well as letters, and newspapers of particular in- 
terest to those doing research in local history. The majority of the books seem to be 
classified, but the documents, newspapers and letters have not been processed. Further, 
no measures have been taken to preserve them from destruction caused by brittleness. 
These materials are not gathered together in the library; rather they are scattered in no 
apparent order on various book shelves, in wooden cases, and in drawers of exhibit cases, 


Prior to this visit, the present Wayland librarian had began to gather together all read-= 
ing material in the library that was seventy-five years old or older and which might have 
historical value. Our recommendation is that she continue with this project until all 

this historical material can be gathered together in one part of the library where it can 
be examined and evaluated. All material about Wayland should be retained for its historical 
value regardless of its literary value. All the material by and about Lydia Child should 
be assembled in one collection. All other material with a publication date that might in- 
dicate its value historically should be set aside. 


Thus, these old materials would be assembled in one place and divided roughly into three 
groupings: (1) local history material - books, newspapers, letters, records (2) Lydia 
Child material — by and about her; (3) all other old books that have no place in the active 
collection of the Wayland Public Library but which may be of value historically. 


When these materials have been gathered together as recomnended above, the General Secre~ 
tary, in her capacity as supervisor of fidd services for the Division, will be glad to do 
the preliminary weeding of the books in group 3; i.e., the old books that have no place in 
the active collection but which may be of value, historically. There would be some in this 
group that would be questionable in value; these would be set aside by the General Secretary 
with the recommendation that an expert in the evaluation of old books pass final judgment, 
There is no one at this Division who professes full knowledge of all old books; thus 
questionable books are set aside for the final decision of experts in this field. Good- 
speed's Book Store would give accurate information on this score; undoubtedly, there would 
be a charge for services if a visit had to be made to the library. Another method would be 
to bring a typed list of the books to the store in Boston for evaluation, 


After all the materials have been gathered together in one section of the library, and the 
non-valuables discarded, a person who is experienced in assembling such materials in logical 
order should be hired to arrange the materials and prepare those papers and records in need 
of preservation from dryness and brittleness. The Boston Athenaeum or the Massachusetts 


2 


Historical Society would be helpful in suggesting a competent person to do this job. 
Under the circumstances this would seem to be the most feasible plan, particularly so 
when it is understood that the local Friends of the Library group may be willing to 
finance such a project. It should be pointed out that all the work and expense in- 
volved in these briefly-outlined recommendations would be to no avail if precautions 
were not taken to safeguard the materials. It is recommended, therefore, that this 
material be housed on one balcony and some arrangement made whereby its entrance would 
be closed to all but authorized people who would be obliged to sign at the desk before 
consulting any of the materials. The materials in the collection should be available 
for reference use only rather than for circulation, 
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